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SECOND SESSION 
Friday, April 27, 1917, 10 o'clock a.m. 

The Chairman (Mr. Everett P. Wheeler, a member of the Executive 
Council). The Society will please come to order. 

(On motion, duly seconded, it was unanimously ordered that a cable- 
gram be sent to President Bustamante, of the Cuban Society of Interna- 
tional Law, in reply to the cablegram of the Cuban Society received the 
day before.') 

Mr. Sterling E. Editonds. I have a resolution which I should like 
to present to the meeting, if it is in order. 

The Chairman. You may read the resolution. 

Mr. Edmonds. (Reading.) 

Whereas, the Government of the United States is now imdertaking 
the raising of large armies from among our citizens; and, 

Whereas, the legal training of these of our dtizens in military and 
international law is peculiarly necessary in this war, which is essen- 
tially one for the vindication of law; and. 

Whereas, the usual educational facilities of the Government of the 
United States may not be adequate to so large an added task; there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, that the American Society of International Law offers tO' 
the Government of the United States the services of its members 
as instructors in such branches of law in any manner in which their 
services may be desired. 

I wish to say, in justification of this resolution that the War Depart- 
ment has called for the training, according to the announcement I saw, of 
10,000 reserve officers in camps throughout the United States; that the 
primary purposes of the Government, or the primary work the Govern- 
ment will do with respect to these men is to give them miUtary training, 
and that by reason of the necessity of vindicating law, it seems quite an 
important task that these men should be equally trained in sound and 
correct principles of the laws of war, as well as international law. 

' For the cablegram sent pursuant to this motion see page 41, infra. 



26 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, the practice of the Society has been to 
refer all resolutions to the Executive Council, but, after conference with 
some of our members, it has seemed to me that it would be appropriate to 
ask unanimous consent to have this resolution put to vote at once. The 
Chair hears no objection. The Chair \vill put the question upon the reso- 
lution and the preamble that have been read. All in favor of the preamble 
and resolution that have been read will say "Aye." 

(The resolution and preamble were unanimously adopted.) 

The Chabrman. Is there any other business now, excepting the order 
of the day? 

The Secretary. I think not, sir. 

The Chairman. The next in order is a paper by Mr. Charles Cheney 
Hyde, of the Chicago Bar, Professor of International Law in Northwestern 
University, the subject being "Attacks upon Unarmed Enemy Merchant 
Vessels." 

ATTACKS ON UNARMED ENEMY MERCHANT VESSELS 

Address by Charles Cheney Hyde, 

Of lite Chicago Bar, Professor of International Law in Northwestern 
University Law School 

May a belUgerent warship lawfully attack at sight an unarmed enemy 
merchantman? It may occasion surprise that a speaker before the Ameri- 
can Society of International Law should venture to raise such an inquiry 
at such a time. The writer shares, however, what is doubtless the view of 
all here present, that a belligerent warship normally lacks that right. WhUe 
such a vessel may lawfully attempt to gain control of or destroy all enemy 
ships not exempt from capture, the law of nations is vitally concerned with 
the processes employed. It does not sanction the needless sacrifice of life 
or property. 

It is still worth while to observe how the immunity of the merchant- 
man from attack at sight has developed, and again, what conduct, if any, 
on the part of such a vessel subjects it to treatment such as may be law- 
fully accorded a public armed ship. Finally, it is important to consider 
whether the equities of the merchantman are restricted by reason of the 
nature and limitations of the fighting craft of the enemy. 

Long before the European War, nations were agreed that unarmed 
enemy merchant vessels were in general not subject to attack at sight, 
and that if they were guilty of no improper conduct, the propriety of 



